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The design and work of a Mediator, &c. 
(Concluded from page 67.) 

The work of the Mediator is that of an 
advocate orintercessor. ‘Thus asGod al- 
ways hears his intercession, because it is a- 
greeable to his own will ; hence ali he has 
done and suffered will be efficacious in re- 
conciling the world to his father. Why 
did God employa mediator, when he 
might, consistently have saved the world 
without a mediator? Ans. It may be sean 
by us, that it was a scheme, the best adapt- 
ed for our instruction. That the media- 
tcr should come in our likeness, in fashion 
as a man, with every proof of his commis- 
sion ; that he should declare the character 
and design of God his father, in the same 
familiarity as one man converses avith an- 
other ; that he should shew the obligation 
we were under to keep the law, by per- 
fectly keeping the law himself ; that he 
should shew his attachment to the truth of 
all he had preached, by dying in its defence 
and for its confirmation ; that he should 
set an example of patience and resignation, 
and of forgiveness to his enemies and wur- 
— as an example for our imitation ;— 
these, I say, make it sufficiently plain, that 
Kiod took this method, because it was the 
best adapted for our instruction. Now as 
onvictionis an effect of instruction ; and, 
1s reconciliation is an effect of conviction; 
twill follow, that as the reconciliation of 
van to God was ail that was necessary for 
is happiness, so God has taken the most 
uitable method to accomplish this, by em- 
loying a mediator. Another reason why 
ie employed a mediator was the exa!tation 
| f his son in this character ; to make him 
obe head over all things te his church, 
Which should be his body, that in all things 
® wight have the preeminence. Thus 























work of our salvation, because it was bet- 
ter adapted to our situation; yet the me- 
diator ina!! he has done and suffered has 
made no alteration inthe disposition of 
God the father towards man ; appeased no 
anger or wrath in God nor made it consis- 
tent to save a sinful world, with the harmo- 
ny of his perfections ; for it was as con- 
sistent without as with a mediator. Thus 
the mediator’s work was to declare the e- 
ternal love of God to man, not to procure 
it.—EpiTor., 


The effects of Christ’s resurrection, Ascen- 
sion, Intercession, &c. 

Having spoken of the design and work 
of a Mediator, we will now speak of the 
effects of his resurrection. ‘The resurrec. 
tion itself was the greatest evidence of 
Christ’s being the Son of God,and proved, 
beyond all contradiction, the truth, of his 
mission. So far as any were convinced of 
this truth, they could no longer support 
their objections. It was for this reason, 
that the scribes and pharisees labored so 
powerfully to hinder the people from be- 
lieving the resurrection ; knowing that if 
itonce gained credence among the people, 
that his pretensions, as the Messiah, would 
be supported. 

Thus, it seems to have been the opinion 
of all, both his friends and enemies, that if 
lio should rise from the dead, and this res- 
urrection should be ascertained ; that it 
would, at once, dispel alldoubt. But why 
did they argue thus? Because its evidence 
was so great, and so much greater than all 
others, that it would have amounted toa 
self-evident proposition. 

As the Jews labored to conceal this truth, 
the disciples labored for its propagation ; 
apd as it militated against the envious de- 





odsaw fit to employ a mediator, in the 








signs of the Jews; so it was calculated to 
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support the faith and hope of his disciples 
and of believers to the end of the world. 
It was, moreover, calculated to gain prose- 
lytes.as the Jews expected. The preach- 
ing, therefore, of Jesus and the resurrec- 


tion, has, in all ages, been mighty through | 


God to gain proselytes to the cross, and to 
comfort and confirm those, who were al- 
ready gained. 

It is, likewise, the greatest consolation 
to believers at death ; teaching them that 
death shall not always hold his prisoners in 
captivity 5 but that they shall, by the res- 
urrection, obtain a victory over death and 
the grave, and rise complete in the likeness 
of Christ. 

St. Paul, after fully proving the truth of 
the resurrection of Christ,goes on to shew, 
that ovr only hope of a resurrection rests 
onthe resurrection of Christ : that if he 
be not risen, then our preaching is vain and 
your faith is also vain ; ye are yet in your 
sins. Yea, said he, and we are found false 
witnesses of God ; because we have testi- 
fied of God that he raised up Christ ; whom 
he raised not up, if so be the dead rise not. 
1 Corinth. xv. Having supported the truth 
of Christ’s resurrection, he goes or to 
state that this is the earnest of our resur- 
rection. But nowis Christ risen from the 
dead and become the first fruits of them 
that slept. For since by man came death, 
by man came also the resurrection of the 
dead. For asin Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 

Thus the effect of Christ’s resurrection, 
is the resurrection of all mankind from the 
power of death, and the grave. 

Thus when this mortal shall have put on 
immortality, then the saying shall be bro’t 
to pass, which is written, Hosea, xiii. 14, 
I will ransom them from the power of the 
grave: I will redeem them from death : 
O death, I will be thy plague, O grave I 
will be thy destruction: repentaace shall 
be hidden from mine eyes. 

Christ’s ascension into heaven was, and 
is another great argument in confirmation 
of the christian faith, and of the consela- 
tion and hope of map. 








The high priest under the law entered 
into the holy place made with hands, with 
blood which he offered for himself and for 
the errors of the people. Heb. ix.7. But 
Christ is not entered into the holy places, 
made with hands, which are the figures of 
thetrue: but into heaven itself, now to 
appear in the presence of God for us. Heb, 
ix. 24. 

Thus with his own blood,Christ kas en- 
tered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal vedemption for us. Heb. 
ix. 12. 
great priest, into the holy place in heaven, 
isa confirmation of our acceptance with 


God, aod that where he is we shall be also, | | 
The manner of Christ’s intercession in | 


heaven, is, to us unknown; but the matter 
and extent of it, I think, are revealed. It 
is an intercession for the forgiveness of his 


body, the church, its sanctification and its 
It is an act of his priesthoot 


final bliss. 


Thus the entrance of Jesus, our | 
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corresponding, in its extent, with his death | 


that as he tasted death for every man, s 
his intercession is for all. 1 John, ii. 1,2 
My little children, these things write I un 
to you, that ye sin not; and if any man 
sin we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous ; and he isthe 
propitiation for oursins, and not for our’ 
only, but also forthe sins of the who! 
world, 

What everlasting consolation and gooi 
hope, does the resurrection, ascension ani 
intercession of our blessed Saviour pro- 
duce in the mind of every true believer in 
the gospel; and how encouraging ar 
the truths to every person ? May the bouni: 
less love of God communicated by Chris 
in his life, his death, resurrection, asce> 
sion and intercession, excite our highest 
praise and the praise of every creature, ? 
bove and below, in those suitable adort 
tions, which exclusively belong to the Av 
thor of our salvation.—Epiror. 


Remarks on M.’s contradictory passages 
[See pages 71 and 72.] 
The only Rule which we can adop! 


to make the scriptures appear consistel’ 
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2nd to reconcile the literal contradictions, 
which they contain ; is to keep in full view 
the perfections or attributes of God and the 
three fold office of Christ. 

With these in view, if we believe in the 
authenticity, we must, likewise, believe in 
the agreement and consistency of scripture : 
for it would be absurd to acknowledge that 
ihe scriptures were given by inspiration of 
God ; and yet that they in their meaning, 
did not agree. 

We must, therefore, either deny the 
scriptures wholly; or if we admit their | 
authenticity, acknowledge that they, in 
their spirit and meaning, are perfectly bar- 
monious. 

RULE. 
{ in Love. 
in Wisdom. 
in Kuowledge. 
in Power. 

in Holiness. 

1 in Justice. 
in Goodness. 
in Truth. 


in Mercy. 
{ in Faithfulness. \ 


God 
infinite 
and 


unchangeable 








Christ as a Prophet. 
with all as a Priest. 
fulness as a King. 


With this plan or method open before us, 
the scriptures may be read and understood : 
they may be read and reconciled, Psa. 
exlv. 9. The Lord is good unto all and his 
tender mercies are over all his works.— 
This agrees with the Rale, excepting the 
unchangeableness of this goodness and ten. 
der mercy, which must be argued from the 
Rule, tor God is unchangeable in good- 
ness and mercy. 

Psa. Ixxviii. 59. When God heard this 
he was wroth and greatly abhorred Israel. 
This does not agree with the Rule, for liter- 
ally it argues a change in God, whereas he 
is unchangeable. It, likewise, represents 
him as a God of anger, whereas he is at an 
infinite remove therefrom. 

Thus when it is said that God repentss 
that he is grieved, that he is furious, that 
he is indignant and full of fury; that he 
has hands, eyes, feet and breath; that he 
rides on a cherub and flies; that he bows 





the heavens and comes down, &c. &c. &e, 
There is no one of these, which agrees 
with the Rule, or is literally true. 

They must, therefore, be considered as 
strong figures, which, in old times, were 
much in use; or that they were adapted to 
our apprehension to effect our minds with 
greater energy. 

The Rule being the description of a per- 
fect being; we must, of course, reconcile 
passages, which literally disagree ; by con- 
sidering them as adapted to our cowprehen- 
sions, or according to the usages of speech, 
in the day in which they were spoken: and 
although they speak of the changeableness, 
repentance and grief; of the anger and 
wrath, the hatred and vengeance of the De- 
ity; these not agreeing with the rule of in. 
finite, unchangeable perfection, may easily 
be considered as proper expressions, in the 
day, in which they were spoken ; and, con- 
sequently, intheir meaning, must give way 
to the above perfections. 

The Law and the Gospel appear to clash, 
in almost all their declarations; the Law 
condemning and the Gospel acquitting man- 
kind: But the Rule reconciles them, and 
shows that the Law, by way of consequence, 
argues the Gospel ; and the many declara- 
tions of scripture seemingly incompatible 
with the salvation of all men; will appear 
by the above Rule to be perfectly in aecor- 
dance withit. Thus, whether we consider 
the divine perfections or the three offices of 
Christ, it helps us to explain all the passa- 
ges, which seem to militate against the sal- 
vation of a)i men and to throw their weight 
irto the opposite scale.——Eprror. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate, 

Sir—I should be gratified to read your 
explanation of John xvii. 12. 

While I was with them in the wor!d, I 
kept them inthy name. Those, that thou 
gavest me have I kept, and none cf them 
is lost, but the son of perdition, that the 
scriptures might be fulfilled. 

Query. What is the meaning of the 
words, son of perdition ? 

Who was this son of perdition ? 
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How was he lost P 
Will you answer the above queries in 
your Advocate. Many, who deny univer- 
sal salvation, make use of this portion of 
scripture, to shew that one is lost; there- 
fore all arenot saved. Yours, &c. 
CLERICUS. 


ANSWER. 
1 shall unite the two first queries togeth- 


er, so that while I give the meaning of the 
son of perdition ; I may, likewise, answer 
the query, who he was. 

There are several passages, which speak 
of perdition and son of perdition. It. will 
be necessary to rehearse several of them, 
that we may judge the better in this case. 

2 Thessa. ii. 3. Let no man deceive you 
by any means; for that day shall not come, 
except there come a falling away first, and 
that man of sin be revealed, the son of per- 
dition. Phil. i. 28. And in nothing terri- 
fied by your adversaries, which is to them 
an evident token of perdilion, &c. 1 Tim. 
vi. 9. But they that will be rich, fall into 
temptation.and a snare, and into many fool- 
ish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in 
destruction and perdition. Heb. x. 59. But 
we are not of them, who drew back unto 
perdition. 2 Pet. iil. 7. But the heavens 
and the earth, which are now, by the same 
word, are kept in store, reserved unto fire 
against the day of judgment and perdition 
of ungodly men. Rev. xvii. 8, 11. The 
beast, which thou sawest, was and is uot, 
and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit 
an go into perdition. And the beast, 
which was and is not, even he is the eighth 


- is of the seven, and goeth into perdi- 
ion. 


one, who is doomed to certain destruction 
for capital crimes, 

In all tho passages. which we have not. 
ed, I find no mention of the son of perdition, 
only ir the text, Jolin xvii. 12, and 2 Thes. 
xi. 3. 

The son of perdition mentioned in John, 
was then, in Christ’s time, in existence and 
was then lost. More than 20 years after 
this, when Paul wrote his second Letter to 
the Thessalonian Church, he spake, of a 
son of perdition, who was not yet come, 
but that he should he revealed, when that, 
which was a hincrance was taken out of the 
way: from this, it must follow, that they 
are not one and the same. 

He, of whom Paul spake in the Thessa- 
loniayy Letter, is undoubtedly, the seventh 
head of the beast, or papal power; which 
then could not make its appearance because 
the sixth head of the beast, or the heathen 
emperors were in its way. So that this 
son of perdition did not make his appear- 
ance; so as to sit in the temple of God, 
and shew himself to be God; till several 
hundred years after the time of Christ: but 
he who is mentioned in John, did exist in 
Christ’s time and was lost. Thus they are 
not the same. 

A son of perdition, is a son of destruc- 
tion; comprehending no mystery in its 
pharseology, and, simply, signifies,that des« 
truction is the sure consequence of heinous 
crimes; and he, who is thus criminal, is a 
son of perdition. 

This idea of a son of pevdition applies, 
many times to individuals; at other times 
to communities, or bodies of men. The 
son of perdition in Jolin, is an individual ; 


From these passages, I think, that per- ‘the son of perdition in Thessatonians, is the 


dition and destruction are of the same, or 
very nearly the same signification. In some 
passages, they are mentioned together, 
Which seem to make the sense the stronger. 


Romish Charch, with the pope at its head. - 


The way is now prepared to shew, who 
the son of perdition was, of whom Christ 





Thus destruction and perdition is a sen-| 
tence made the stronger and more energet- | 
ic, by a species of repetition: denoting the | 
certainty & completeness of the destruction. 

Thus perdition means destruction. — | 


Who is a son of perdition? Ans. Every | 


spake inthe xvii. John. It was Judas the 
traitor. Thenthe text, ‘ and none of them 
is lost, but the son of perdition.’? The pre- 
sent tense is used, he is lost; not he was 
lost in the past tense ; nor, that he shall Le 
lost in the future tense: but he is lost. 

But in what sense was Judas lost? Ans. 
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J. He was lost as to his office; he was no 
longer an apostle. His seat was vacant: 
and the eleven supplied that vacancy by e- 
lecting Matthias in his room. Read the 
cix Psalm, 8 ver. Lot his days be few and 
let another take his office. Likewise, Acts 
1.20. For it is written in the book of 
Psalms, Ict his habitation be desolate, and 
let no man dweii therein ; and his bishop- 
rick or office, let another take. 

2. He was lost as to confidence and es- 
teem, both in that and all succeeding gen- 
erations. A stigma is affixed to bim, which 
reproaches his character, which will not be 
wiped away in this world. 

3. He was lost as to any further useful- 
ness in this world: either of affording in- 
struction or consolation to mankind. 

4. He was lost as to any more happiness 
in his own mind, and so dreadful was his 
torment, that his ‘soul chose strangling 


and death rather than his life.’ Thus Ju- 
das was lost. Thus, ‘none of them is lost, 


but the son of perdition ;’ and the cix Psa. 
8, is the scripture fulfilled herein. 

But the hopeful case of Judas, as of all 
mankind, who are lost, is this, that he and 
they, as lost creatures, are the very charac- 
ters, whom Christ came to seek and to save; 
and as he came to seek and to save that, 
which is lost; so Judas was one among 
others, and will, when all shall be reconci- 
led, be reconciled himself, and enter into 
the joy of his Lord. Where sin has aboun- 
ded, grace has much more abounded. Rom. 
v. 20. 

Thus Judas was lost, and no doubt, is 
found ; he was dead and isaliveagain. It 
is, therefore, meet that we should make 
merry and be glad.—Enrror. 


To the Editor of the Gospe] Advocate. 

Six.—If you will give an explanation of 
the death and judgment mentioned in Heb. 
ix. 27, you will oblige several of your rea- 
ders, particularly yours, &c. 

SIMON BURTON. 
Portland, March 3, 1823. 
Heb. ix. 27. Andit is appointed unto 


men once to die, but after this the judg- 
ment. 








The whole design of St. Paul in this 
chapter, was to set forth the vast superior- 
ity of the sacrifice of Christ over the sacri- 
fices of the Law; that while the latter on- 
ly applied to the purifying of the flesh ; the 
former was designee to purge our con- 
science from dead works, to serve the liy- 
ing God. Heb. ix. 13, 14. 

Death and the shedding of blood, both un- 
der the Law, as a type, ana under the Gos- 
pel, as the antitype, were necessary to 
teach us that we must die to sin, and rise 
to newness of life ; in order that our old 
man be crucified with his deeds, and that 
the new man be put on, who, after God, is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. 

These preliminary remarks prepare the 
way to decide, in few words, the death and 
judgment here intended: the death isa 
death to sin ; the judgment is the decision 
of God’s word, which the knowledge of 
truth, helps a person to understand. 

John xii. 47, 48, 49, 50. And if any man 
hear my words and believe not, I judge him 
not; for came not to judge the world but 
to save the world. He that rejecteth me 
and receiveth not my words, hath one, that 
judgeth him: the word that I have spoken 
the same shal! judge him in the last day. 
For I have not spoken of myself; but the 
Father, which sent me, he gave me a com- 
mandment what I should say, and what I 
should speak. And I know that his com- 
mandment is life everlasting ; whatsoever 
Ispeak, therefore, even as the Father said 
unto me, sol speak. 

Now although every carnal person has 
so much light, as to know that he hath one 
that judgeth him ; yet this decision is in- 
complete, till he be dead indeed to sin and 
alive to God, through Jesus Christ. 

Thus, it is the appointment of God that 
all men should die to sin, in order that they 
should come to the resurrection of newness 
of life; which newness of life is to them, 
the judgment day. 

¥hus it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgment. 

The above remarks are in unison with 
the whole economy of grace, which argues, 
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in the most conclusive manner, the designs 
of infinite mercy, which hath appointed that 
all men shall die to sin, in order that they 
rise to the judgment of eternal life. 

No doubt is entertained, that a death to 
all confidence in the legal dispensation and 
an introduction to the gospel dispensation, 
which is the judgment day, is comprehend- 
ed: but the appointment of their death and 
consequent judgment is a merciful design 
for every creature.—Eprron. 


From the Christian Repository. 
¢A SIN UNTO DEATH? 


This we find in thé first of John, v. 16; 
“If any man see his brother sin asin 
which is nct unto death, he shall ask, and 
ho shall give him life for them that sin not 
unto death. There is asinunto death: I 
do not say that he shall pray for it.” 

This passage, among others, is consider- 
ed by some a strong objection to the sal- 
vation of all men. We iind however, that 
some of the most enlightened who hold 
the doctrine of endless misery, give this 
sin unto death quite a different interpreta- 
tion. The reader will undoabtedly be 
pleased with the following extract from the 
Commentary of the learned Dr. Adam 
Clarke, who notwithstanding he was an ad- 
vocate for the endless misery of the wick- 
ed, does not seek to enlist this passage in 
its favor. 

“ This,” says he, “ isan extremely ¢iffi- 
eult passage, and hes been variously inter- 
preted. What is the sin not unto death, 
for which we should ask, and life shall be 
given unto him that commits it? And what 
is the sin unto death for which we should 
not pray ? 





I shall note three of the chief opinions | 
on this subject. 

1. Jt is supposed that there is an allusion | 
toadistinction in the Jewish law, where 
there was chatah Jemothah, “asin unto. 
death 5” and chatah lo lemothah, * a sin not 
unto death ;” that is, 1. Asin or trans- 
gression, to which the law had assigned the 
punishment of death, such as idolatry, in-' 


cest, blasphemy, breach of the sabbath, | 
i 


and the like. And, 2. A sin not unto death, 
i.é. transgressions of ignorance, inadver- 
tence, &c. and such as, in their nature, ap- 
pear to be comparatively light and trivial. 
That such distinction did exist in the Jew- 
esh synagogue both Schoettgen and Carp- 
zovius have proved. 

2. By the sin not unto death, for which 
intercession might be made; and unto 
ceath, for which prayer might not be made; 
we are to understand transgressions of the 
civil law of a particular place, some of 
which must be punished with death, accor- 
Ging to the statutes ; the crime admitting 
of no pardon: others might be punished 
with death, but the magistrate had the 
power of commuting the punishments, ¢. e. 
of changing death into banishment, Xc. for 
reasons that might appear to him satisfac- 
tory ; or at the intercession of powerful 
friends. ‘To intercede, in the former case, 
would be useless, because the law would 
not relax ; therefore, they need not pray 
for it : but intercession in the latter case 
might be prevalent, therefore they might 
pray ; and ifthey did not, the person might 
suffer the punishment of death. This o- 
pinion, which has been advanced by Rosen- 
muller, intimates, that men should feel for 
each others’ distresses, and use their influ- 
ence in behalf of the wretched ; nor ever 
abandon the unfortunate, but where the 
case is utterly hopeless. 

3. The sin unio death means acase of 
transgressing, particularly grievious back- 
sliding from the life and power of godli- 
ness,which God determines to punish with 
temperal death; while at the same time 
He extends mercy to the penitent soul, the 
disobedient prophet, 1 Kings, xiii. 1, 32, is, 
on this interpretation, a case in point :— 
many others occur in the history of the 
church, and of every religious communi- 
ty. The sin not unto death is any sin which 
God does not choose then to punish. This 
view of the subject is that taken by the 
late Rev. J. Wesley, in a sermon, institut. 


ed A call to Backsliders.—Works, Vol. X. 


page 92. I do not think the passage has 
any thing to do with what is termed thesin 
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against the Holy Ghost; much less with 
the Popish doctrine of purgatory ; nor with 
sins committeg before or after baptism, the 


former pardonable, the latter unpardona- 
ble, according to some of the fathers. Ei- 


ther of the last opinions (viz. 2 and 3) 
make a good sense ;and the frst (1) isnot 
unlikely ; the apostle may allude to some 
maxim orcustom inthe Jewish church, 
which isnot nowdistinctly known. How- 
ever, this we know, that any penitent may 
find mercy through Christ Jesus ; for thro’ 
him every kind of sin may be forgiven to 
man, except the sin against the Holy Ghost 
which I have proved no man can now com- 
wit.—See Note on Matt. xii. 31, 32.” 


From the Gospel Herald. 
God forbid that we should ever ‘‘ sow 
discord among brethren.” We would re- 
move things which havea tendency to cre- 


ate and fosterevil. It is the spirit of hon- 
est eoncern for_the prosperity of the cause 


of Truth among our countrymen, that in- 
duces us to say, that we read with pain, the 
notices of * costly and ornamental edifices,” 
and “ much praise” awarded to these who 
build them. Depend upon it, brethren, 
there is nothing in the character and con- 
duct of the disciple of Christ, so “highly 
ornamented,” so praiseworthy, as the * vi- 
siting the widow and the fatherless in their 
afflictions, and keeping ourselves unspotted 
from the world.” Our Lord and Master 
never countenanced “ costly and ornamen- 
ted edifices.” He was plain, and unassu- 
ming. A manger was not despised by him ; 
the poor was his constant concern, and he 
was their Helper. Thesmile of content- 
ment, the absence of the tear from the face 
of the widow and the helpless, would orna- 
ment a Church more than all the gold of 
Ophir. 

As this is the first request of the kind, we 
hope onr editorial brethren wit! give these 
few remarks an insertion in their papers. 





GRANDEUR OF DEITY. 
When right conception of the Deity and 
his Providence prevails, when he is consid- 


ered as the inexhaustible source of light, 
and love, and joy, acting in the joint char- 
acter of Father and Governor, imparting 
an endless variety of capacities to his crea- 
tures, and supplying them with every thing 
necessary to their full completion and hap- 
piness; what veneration and gratitude, 
must such conceptions, thoroughly believ- 
ed, excite inthe mind. How natural and 
delightful must it be to one whose heart is 
open to the perception of truth, and of eve- 
ry thing fair, great and wonderfal in nature, 
to contemplate and adore him who is the 
first fair, the first great, the first wonder- 
ful, in whom wisdom, power and goodness 
dwell vitally, essentially, originally ; and 
act in perfect concert. What grandeur is 
here to fill the most enlarged capacity ; 
what beauty to engage the most ardent 
love; what a mass of wonders in such ex- 
sheieaee of perfection, to astonish and de- 
light the human mind, through unfading 
duration. 


From the Boston Universalist Magazine. 

Messrs. Editors.—A few days since, be- 
ing on a visit at the house of a good old 
uncle of mine, who by the way is what 
they call an orthodox Deacon; I found 
him looking over the Boston papers, among 
other things which seemed to fix his atten- 
tion, was a subject proposed for discussion 
by the “ Boston Debating Society”—viz. 
“‘ Ought a parent in any case to disinherit 
a child.” My uncle seemed peculiarly in- 
terested with this subject, the more so, in 
consequence of his having the misfortune 
of nourishing up, what is commonly call- 
ed, a spoiled child.’ 

The good old man, after a few minutes 
of silent reflection, heaved a deep sigh, 
and said, Hardindeed must be the heart 
of that parent, that can entirely give up a 
child. Itold my uncle that I believed the 
subject was not stated exactly as it should 
be, that it should stand thus ; Ought a pa- 
rentin any case to discard a child, when 
the parent has the power to reclaim, and 
make him a penitent and datifulson. The 





old gentleman, with some warmth, replied, 
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tude and crime. 
fore his death, he was “ born again,” re- | 


no man in his senses would propose a ques- 
tion jike that, for the father must be worse 
than the evil one to be guilty of such a 
character. My only answer was, be care- 
ful my dear uncle, how you apply a char- 
acter to the God you worship,which you ve- 
ry justly consider worse than that of the 
advorsary. NATHAN. 


From the Philadelphia Universalist Magazine. 

We learn from Albany, N. Y. that the 
Rev. Asahel Davis, an Episcopal clergy- 
man, and one of the chaplains in the Le- 
gislature, has of late been led to believe in 
the “ Unity or Gon, and in the final holi- 
ness and happiness of all mankind ;” in con- 
sequence of which, he has resigned his 
place and the duties of the minist:y in the 
Episcopal church. May the Lord strength- 
en his hands and encourage his heart :— 
and speedily open a door for his more use- 
ful labors. 


A QUESTION FOR LIMITARIANS. 


Suppose two persons living at the same | 


time, born with the same advantages; one 
of them was notoriously wicked. 
guilty of idolatry, thefts, murder, robbery, 
and,in short, he violated all the command- 
ments of God; and his whole life was one 
continued series of sin and iniquity, charac- 
terised by every species of outrage, torpi- 
But, a few moments be- 


pented of bis crimes—oflered up prayers 
to God—thanked him for the manifestation 
of his goodness—ihen sunk into the grave ; 
his spirit rose, exulting, from the ruins of 
the tomb,and was wafted on seraphic wings, 
to the beatific mansions of the saints,in the 
Paradise of God ! 


Bat the other sustained a very different | 


character ; hiswhole life was spent in do- 
ing good ; sober, upright, charitable, and 


hu wane, his governing principles were rec- | 


titude and integrity ; he visited the sick 
and imprisoned—fed the hungry—ciothed 


his heart syaspatbized in the miseries of the 


the niked, and gavedrink to the thirsty— | 


He was! 


afflicted, and his hands contributed liber. 
ally to their relief ; he also died, but witb. 
out experiencing any visible change of 
heart ; his body was consigned to the tomb, 
and his spirit to the gloomy abodes of the 
damned in hell—to interminable misery 
and woe ! 

This supposition is consistent with the 
Limitarian plan of salvation, and thisis a 
specimen of what is called Justice. 

Now will any who limit divine grace, be 
so good as to inform me how the Justice of 
an impartial God is manifested in the desti- 
nation of these two persons; and whether 


they are rewarded according to their deeds 2 
TIMOTHY. 


Herald of Salvation. 


THE FAMILY BIBLE. 


“ Oh! that 1 were as in months past.” —Job, xxix. 2. 


How puinfully pleasing the fond recollection, 

Of youthful connexions and innocent joy ; 

When blest with parental] advice and affection, 
Surrounded with mercies, with peace from on high ! 
I still view the chairs of my sire and my mother, 
The seats of their offspring as rang’d on each hand; 





And the richest of books, which exce)l’d ev’ry other, 
The Family Bible that lay on the stand. 


That Bible, the volume of God’s inspiration, 

At morn, and at even, could vield us delight ; 

And the prayer of our sire was a sweet invocation, 
For mercy by day and for safety through night. 
Our hymns of thanksgiving with harmony swelling, 
41) warm from the hearts of a family band, 

Half rais’d us from earth to that rapturous dwelling, 
Describ'd in the Bible that lay on the stand. 








| Yescenesof tranquility, long have we parted, 

| My hopes almost gone—and iny parents no more ; 

In sorrow and saduess I live broken hearted, 
And wander unknown on a far distant shore ; 

| Yet how can I doubt a dear Saviour’s protection, 

| Forgetfulof gifts from his bountiful hand, 

| OQ! Jet me with patience receive his correction, 

| And think of the Bible that lay on the stand. 
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